November 13, 1952

Dear ¥r. Hartacnn:

1 Usgr8y we uv Aot nave any sutanits of K-12 of the characuer
seaticnad o your letiwe of the llth. Like vourself, we would like
& huve cae. Ca the other hand, we have frequently isolatved lrtdc
varlants of iauwida which say sult your own purposss, These variants
are readlly dotectei as clear plagues in platings of excess lambda
with sensitdve bacteria.

“ho quesilon whether the Lp ivcus countruls the wwintecance of
lambde, or is the zctual sibe of the provirus in the jysogenic bac-
teriun is onu oi Lue greatesi interest. By and lnrm the evlidence
gedrs to favoer Lhe lualter.

From what can be gssen at tue moaunt, the system lambds-2 (the lytie
verluwib) + £=12 (or W-1l435) wouia ssew o be as anpropriste for gyto-
logical comparisons with inouction as would lampda + K-12 "aiwwophoretic
abanits L sitler caue, you woulc ve asaling with a somawhat distinot
cliadnl ol oo i~viiue intweiractions.

Yours sincerelv,

Jushua lederberg

HI‘. ?' Ec H&r M
Department of dicrobiology
University of Pennsglvania
Philadelphis 4



